

REPORT FOR  THE  KAMET  (25447 FT.)  EXPEDITION , 1997
1. 
Name of the Club/Association    : 
Mountaineers’ Association of Krishnanagar .




                             R.C. Para, Krishnanagar -741101, Nadia. 

2. 
Name of the expedition  : Mt. Kamet Expedition ,1997. 




        District : Chameli , U.P.

 


        Latitude    : 30  55’  13”   N   





        Longitude : 79   35’  37”   E 
3. 
Name of the Himalayan Peak climbed  and its height : KAMET 25447.

4. 
Date on which permit given by IMF : 15th April to 15th May ,1997.

5. 
Nominal role of expedition leader and members : 


Basanta Sighna Roy (Leader);Asok Roy (Dy. Leader); Subhashis Chakraborty (Qtr. Master) ; 


Bebasish Biswas(Manager) ; Sourav Sinchan Mandal ( Transport incharge ) and Tamal 


Bhattacherjee. 

6.
Duration of the expedition from the Road head : 9/5/97 to 11/6/97

7.
Result : Successful through to the north ridge of east face (Camera was not permitted due to 


               restricted area).

8.
Maximum height attained and its date : 25447 ft. on 5th June, 1997.

9.
Name of summitters : Basanta Sighna Roy (Leader),Debashis Roy(member) Aung Tendi Sherpa


(Guide) & Dupka Tsring Sherpa .(HAP).

10.
Name of LO, if any: Not applicable .

11.
Number of local porters employed : 7 Porters and 5 Mules engaged . 

12.
Names of mountain guide/headman/HAP : Shri Aung Tendi Sherpa, Shri Dupka Tsring Sherpa


And Shri Dawa Sherpa (all from Darjeeling) and Sri Gabar Singh (local HAP).

13.
Total expenditure incurred: 


Food /Tiffin/Lodging

:
20448 /-


Travelling & Conveyance
:
12009 /-


Equipments etc.

:
   6134 /-

Sherpas, Porters, HAP & Mules
:
51550 /-


Insurance and others

: 
   3600 /-







______





Total 
: 
93741 /-       

14.
Suggestions/Complaints   : Attached .

15.
Detailed of accidents /incidents, if any:  Attached.

16.
Details of day by day events to be attached : Attached

Place: Krishnanagar 

Date : 25/9/1997





Basnata Singha Roy 








Gharami Para Lane, P.O.  Ghurni ,








Krishnagar -741101, Dist.Nadia, W.B. 


A REPORT ON MOUNT KAMET (25447 FT./7756 MTR. ) EXPEDITION, 1997





BY BASANTA SINGHA ROY,    LEADER 

We had forwarded our complete proposal for Kamet Expedition, 1997 on 19th February, 1997. IMF received the proposal 26th February ,1997 and they forwarded the same on the same date i.e. 26th February, 1997 itself to the Secretariat of Govt. of U.P. , Lucknow for their to enter the restricted area. . We appreciated this prompt service. But till 15th April, 1997 we have not received any final approval from the IMF. We came to from understand from IMF through telephone that they have not received any inner line permission from Lucknow. Then we send our representative to Lucknow to collecting the permission. On 17th April Govt. of Lucknow gave us permission for our proposed expedition. Our booking was from 15th April to 15th May, 1997. But IMF sends us the final approval by courier in the name of leader addressed to Club. But wrongly they could not mention the name of the Club. The address of the leader is separate so the courier authority could not trace the name of the leader at the club address. Again we send Sri Asok Roy (the Dy. Leader of the Expedition) to IMF, New Delhi to collect the approval letter of the expedition. Asok Roy informed us from Delhi by phone that he has collected the approval letter on 1st may, 1997.  Thus we already lost 15 days from our 30 days expedition period.  
On 2nd May 1997, three members of our team left Howrah by Summer Special Doon Express for Hardwar. I also advised Sri Roy.(Dy. Leader) not to come back but go to Joshimath and advised him to collect the inner line permit from SDM , Joshimath . Sri Roy reached 4th May at Joshimath . Three members also reached Joshimath on 5th May. 

I, including one of the member and three Sherpas left Krishnanagar on 4th May and reached Joshimath on 6th evening via Howrah- Laksar- Rishikesh. Team members received us and we stayed at Nandadevi Hotel. Marketing were ready bit could not get the inner line permit because Sub-Divisional Magistrate of Joshimath was out of station. They also could not arranged  any Local High Altitude Porter or any Mule. We got the inner line permit on 9th May and reached Bampa by two Jeeps. Mules were arranged with helped of Mr. Inder Singh (a villager of Jhelaam). I accompanied with Mr.Singh went back to Birahi near Chamoli for contacting Mule owners.  The Mule owner Sankar Singh (who resides at Malari during summer) told me that he would reach Bampa on 11th night but he has only 5 Mule. I came back on the same day at Jhelaam by a Jeep and stayed at the house of Mr. Inder Singh. Mr. Singh sends his son Mr. Gabar Singh with me to participate the expedition as HAP.
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On 10th morning myself and Gabar( a 22 years young boy who just completed his 12 Class Exam. But result are not yet publish) started walking for Bumpa (20 k.m. from Jheelam) because Bus was not plying that time due to low number of passengers. After 6 k.m. a truck gave us lift up to Malari I.T.B.P. post. The Truck Carried grass for the Mule of I.T.B.P. I showed my permit and they told me that the other members and Sherpas already noted their names the previous day . The Officer of I.T.B.P. advised a lot for the expedition and feared about accident during the expedition because we have no Doctor with us. At 2.00 p.m. I and Gabar reached Bampa. Asokda told me that No HAP agreed to come with us though one HAP named Hukum Singh of Rini village agreed previously They also contacted Two HAP s of Lata village who committed to join with us on 11th May.
Tendiji advised me to contact with the PWD worker because 5 Mules were Sankar Singh and we needed for 12 Mules. SO I called on the Met(leader) of the PWD worker. They agreed to reach our 400 kgs. Load up to Base Camp. On 11th noon I send Sri Asok Roy, Debasis and Gabar to Malari (12 k.m. from Bampa)

 for some marketing and Mule and HAP. They came back at 8.00 p.m. and informed me that Sankar Singh reached his village Kailashpur with 5 Mules but HPAs were not turned out and informed the same through Sankar Singh. 

Next day i.e. 12th weather was not good. Sankar Singh do not turned out but the PWD workers ferried our loads up to Niti village (last village of this route).

On 13th May all of us started for Sephuk. We reached Niti village (6 k.m. from Bampa  village) at about 11.00 a.m. We recorded our entry to both the Ghamsali and Niti I.T.B.P post. But road was not fit for Mule upto Sephuk. So the Mule stayed at Niti and we reached Sephuk (at the junction of Gyaldung Nala and Dhauli Ganga) at about 3.00 p.m. Porters already reached Sephuk and they assured that they will make the road O.K. for Mule. Next Day stayed at Sephuk due to bad weather.
On 15th all  the members, Porters decided to reach Base camp (15500 ft.) at Basudhara Tal. Mule reached at Sephuk at 9.00 a.m. starting from Niti at 4.00 a.m. Weather condition was very good and we reahed Base Camp at 3.30 p.m. The entire route up to Nandkharak is on the right bank of Dhauli Ganga.   At Nandkharak we crossed Dhauli Ganga giving jump because water force was low and covered with snow. So we easily crossed the river. In between Sephuk to Nandkharak there was no snow but from Nandkharak to Basudharatal (i.e. Base Camp) the entire route was covered with the soft snow. We paid the Mule owners bit they could not reached the Base camp due to knee deep snow and they dumped the loads before one k.m. from the Base Camp. At Base Camp we pitched three tents and make a kitchen. 
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Only 6 Porters carry our load and they have no snow goggles. So many of the Porters fell ill due to snow blindness. Next day we forced to take rest because our Climbing Boots were not come. Two Porters took us our Boots on 16th and they returned Sephuk taking medicine for their friends. They told us that all the loads would come on 18th May. We sorted out rations for ferry.

Next day i.e. 17th we (except Asokda and Subhasis) started ferry to camp – I. Weather was good. But we afraid because only one HAP was with us and it would be very painful for us to ferry loads towards knee deep snow. We started at 6.30 a.m. towards north-west and then turned our left i.e. west through the true right lateral moraine of East Kamet Glacier. On route we saw our target Peak Kamet towards north-west. At west Mana was visible and then Bidhan, Deoban peak. We reached at Camp –I(16500 ft.) only at 9.30 a.m. It was possible for us because the snow was very hard and all the boulders of the East Kamet Glacier were covered with snow. We took rest half an hour at Camp –I and tired to rescue the kitchen which is covered with heavy snow thus started to get our previous years goods. First we discovered under the snow a Zariken full of Kerosene. Then we got some spice packets and salt. We also got a Gunny Bag with 10 kg Rice and rice was in good condition for cook. We also got a tarpaulin sheet which was covered our kitchen last year. We come back at Base camp at 12.30 p.m.  Subhasis (Paru) and Asokada distributed us Hot Tea. They also made a good lunch.

Next day i.e. 18th we made the same ferry and returned at Base camp at 1.00 p.m. Today Subhasis received us with hot tea and he also cooked for us. PWD porters took our last loads today and we handed over them letters and base camp card for post. We also paid their charges today. PWD took our loads very carefully and thus help us very much. If they did not agree to reach our loads up to Base Camp from Bampa we lost more days because we have only 5 Mules.
On 19th May we decided to occupy Camp –I.  As only one HAP with us so all of us agree to move together and only two members will stay at Base camp. Today all the members reached Camp –I at 11.00 a.m. We pitched two tents one for 4 members and one for 3 Sherpas and 1HAP. Subhasis and Sourav returned back to Base Camp after taking their lunch. I advised them to come next day with some ration.











Contd…p/4






     PAGE: 4 
Next day i.e. 20th all of us ferried loads up to Camp –II. The route was covered with hard snow. We proceeded towards west through right lateral morain of East kamet Glacier. But this side was not safe because avalanches continuously came from Bidhan, Deoban & Mana peak, so we diagonally crossed the East Kamet Glacier and reached the left lateral moraine of East Kamet Glacier. The route was familiar so we reached Camp –II (17500 ft.) within 2 hours. Here also we got one Zariken of Kerosene and some rations after lifting the snow inside the kitchen. We returned back within one hour 15 minutes at Base Camp-I from camp-II.  Subhasis and Sourav reached here at about 12.00 noon with some rations and returned at 1.30 p.m. after taking lunch.
On 21st we made the same ferry and returned at Camp –I at 11.30 a.m. Subhasis and Sourav also ferried some necessary rations which we have advised the previous day. Today they left us with a sorrow mood and anxiety and they had taken back some utensils which we have collected from Camp –I and Camp –II.

ON 22nd in a good weather condition we moved for occupying Camp –II after closing Camp –I. We dumped some rations and Kerosene and covered it very carefully for emergency purpose. We reached Camp –II at 10.00 a.m. kitchen had already made by us. We pitched three tents here. One for 4 member , one for Sherpas and one for Gabar and high altitude food. The area covered with full of snow. No boulders were there. We had also got drinking water here after ditching a ice covered lake. All the members were enthusiastic and fit. 
On 23rd we made a ferry towards Camp –III. First we proceeded towards west through the left lateral morain of East Kamet Glacier. The route was very easy because of hard snow. After proceeding some distance (up to Mana base) we turned right i.e. towards north. We found Kamet here in front of us . The glacier is up to base of Kamet. After turning right we negotiate a creavasse area covered with snow. So we crossed it very carefully. At this time we have experienced a big avalanche which originally borned from the Mana peak. We have no experience like this big avalanche .Whole East Kamet Glacier covered with snow like smoke. Tamal and Debasis was come forward very slowly. But all of us was a safe place because avalanche steadily forwarding towards east and we were at the north side. But Tamal and Debasis was that time near the base of Mana. We shouted for them for taking shelter at a safe place. But we could not understand whether they have heard or not. But when the area cleared from white out and we saw again that they are moving forward. We reached Camp – III and here also we collected some ration and one big zariken of Kerosene after clearing the kitchen. We dumped the loads and returned to camp – II within 12 noon. 
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Next day i.e. 24th Tendiji advised me to take the rest including Debasis. Tamal, Asokda , Gabar and all Sherpas made the same ferry to Camp –III. Debasis and myself spent the by cooking and warming all our sleeping bags .All the members returned Camp –II at 12.00 noon.

On 25th all of us moved for Camp –III lefting one Tent at Camp –II. We pitched here three tents at the height 18500 ft. Kamet is in front of us standing with its glamour. We looked Kamet very time and thought whether we could scale it or not. But we are confident because till now there is no sign of failure. We were proceeding very successfully. All the member were fit, weather condition was very favourable, Sherpas was very cooperate above all we were full of confidence.

26th May we proceeded for Camp –IV for a ferry .After consulting with Asokda it was decided that the final team would be Debasis, Tendiji,  Dupka, Dawaji and myself. Asokda , Tamal, and Gabar will stay at Camp –III. First we proceeded   towards north through a creavasse area. Most craevasses were at that time covered and we cautiously negotiate them and proceeded gradually avoiding the creavasse. We turned towards north-east and reached a near snow slope and gradually start climbing through knee deep snow. The gradient is nearly 60 degree. We saw the rope we fixed here last year. We did not take any help of this rope because the route was between the snow and then entered into a gully. We negotiate a moraine zone and again started climbing .Here we also saw two climbing ropes. We took some help here of those rope and again proceeding towards north-west .We fixed here a rope for safety because the gradient was high and the area is rock fall zone. Again we turned west and reached Camp –IV. at 10.00 a.m. We got here many things like Tents, Helmet, Ice-piton, Stove, Pressure Cooker, Tarpaulin sheet , many mountaineering equipments , Kerosene and rations .At 11.00 a.m. we returned from Camp –IV taking all the things which we had got from Camp -IV  and reached Camp –III at 1.30 p.m. 

Next day same ferry was made to Camp –IV by the same members.   

On 28th May, as decided earlier, Debasis , all Sherpas and myself occupied Camp –IV .Asokda, Tamal and Gabar remained at Camp –III. Asokda advised me that if our last year’s equipments from Camp –V recovered then the same would be returned at Camp –III and they would reach those equipments to Base Camp. We pitched two tents, one for ourselves and one for Sherpas .Kitchen was made in the same place. Here we made water from the ice. Because we are on a moraine field and it covered with heavy snow.
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On 29th May Tendiji, Dawaji, Dupka moved at 7.30 a.m. for rope fixing in the rock wall. They moved towards west through a snow field and it took 30 minutes to reach the base of the rock wall. They continued to refixing the rope on that wall which we fixed last year. The rope was good. Then they climbed a snow slope about 300 feet and reached Camp –V at about 1.30 p.m. We observed their climbing from Camp –V. After one hour stay in Camp –V they started for climbing down and reached Camp –IV at 4.00 p.m. They took many mountaineering equipments from Camp –V which we left last year. We served them hot tea and lunch.

On 30th May Tendiji, Dawaji, Debasis and myself started at 7.30 a.m. for a ferry to a Camp –V. Dupka went back to Camp –III with collected equipments which we had got from higher camp. After crossing the snow field we started climbing the rock wall with the helped of fixed rope. Debasis was feel illness and I advised him to return at Camp –IV. At 10.30 a.m. we reached Camp –V and returned Camp –IV at 1.30 p.m. BY this time Dupka also reached from Camp –III and took some ration for us. Dupka also told me that rest of the members of Camp –III were fit. I find that Debasis was quite fit and he also made lunch for us. 
On 31st May we were ready to occupy Camp –V at height of 22500 feet. We pitched two tents here on the same spot where we camped last year. After ditching snow we got here again some equipments and rations. We found that our Kerosene Stove which we have taken was broken. There was no other alternative but to take another stove from Camp –III. But we found broken stove here which we left last year. We tried to flame that Stove. Though the Iron Stove was broken but the burner, oil tank and pumper was alright. 

On the 2nd June we started a recce for Camp –VI (Summit Camp). Dawaji went back to carry Kerosene from Camp -IV. We proceeded towards north i.e. towards Meade’s Col. After crossing near about 200 metre through a snow field we found a destroyed camp. Tendiji told us that it was camp of Jat Regiment of Indian Army who came an expedition in the year 1995. We found their 5 Ruck Sacks and many mountaineering gears. We proceeded again for Meade’s Col. through the Ice fall zone. We put on Crampon for hard Ice and fixed ropes. At about 12 noon weather became bad we could not move forward because visibility about to nil. We returned to camp –V at 1.30 p.m. On our way back Tendiji told that there is body under the snow covered tent.










Contd…p/7





     Page: 7
On 3rd June we could not proceed due to bad weather .The whole day sky was not clear and wind was blowing at high speed.I afraid because last year also we forced to return from here due to high speed wind. So we spent whole day inside the tent with anxiety.

On 4th June all of us started climbing for summit camp. We took two extra ropes which we fixed in the last part in between the Camp –IV and Camp –V. After 500 metre walking through snow field (this zone is full of hidden creavasse) we enter in to the Icefall zone. We put on Crampons here and started climbing with help of fixed rope. Weather was favorable. We again started fixing ropes through Ice slopes. We proceeded very carefully for Ice fall and hidden creavasse . At about 4.00 p.m. we reached camp –VI i.e. summit camp. The Meade’s Col is like a big field. Our position was towards east – Abigamin , towards north – Tibet , towards west – Kamet East Face and towards South – Mana Peak . We found that the length of Kamet East face is about 1.00 k.m.  We pitched only one tent here and made a kitchen also. Debasis felt himself uneasy but after taking hot drinks he was fit.
Next day i.e. 5th June, the final day – we thought previously that we would left for summit camp at about 4.00 a.m. for summit attempt. But we changed our decision due to hidden creavasse. At last we started for summit attempt at about 7.00 a.m. except Dawaji. He stayed at Camp –VI. We found that the south ridge of the east face of Kamet peak was within Ice fall though it straight upward from our camp. So we decided to north ridge of east face of Kamet peak. We proceeded with rope up towards north ridge diagonally i.e. south to north .Because the north side of east face of Kamet is not so dangerous for climbing due to icefall. But it would take more time. If we climbed the south ridge of east face of Kamet it will took lesser time than north. So we planned to reach the north ridge of east face and then turn towards south through that ridge to reach the top.
Weather was quite good. Gradually we started climbing through knee deep snow. From here we saw the Abigamin peak (though I could not find the top of Abigamin peak because there is long rocky ridge ) Tendiji pointed out me that summit point Abigamin (24130 feet) but as we started climbing towards north – Mana disappeared behind the south ridge of east face of Kamet. We reached the north ridge of east face at 11.00 a.m. Tibet is visible from here towards north –east and towards east only the entire ridge of Abigamin Peak is visible . We noticed two glaciers at the Tibet side (just below the Meade’s Col) which is joined together. Tendiji told us that there is a road between these glaciers but I could not find it due to distance.
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We took some rest on the ridge with some drinks. Weather was good but we noticed that cloud  were coming from East Kamet Glacier side. Taking 15 minutes rest we again started climbing through a rocky zone. Soon the area covered wit white out. Tendiji asked me for our next step due to cloud. I advised him to proceed because only about one thousand feet were left from there to reach the top.
But the cloud was cleared and we found ourselves on a face because we thought that north ridge of east face Of Kamet would be sharp. But it was again a face. We proceeded through the knee deep snow towards south. As we nearer to the top we found that heavy wind are rounding on the top. At last we reached at the top at about 3.00 p.m. By this time the cloud covered the whole region except the top. The summit area is very big. We are on the Tibet side i.e. north of the summit. On the other side of the top i.e. south there is a Mana and other Peaks. But we could not reach that side due to creavasse though the height is same. Some boulders are hanging towards south and west cornice. We had imagined that the summit area will be like pinnacle but our imagination was wrong. Wind was blowing very speedily .Tendiji congratulated me. It was his first Kamet summit though he has came four times to scale this peak with many teams including Ms. Bachendri Pal’s team. So he enjoyed this moment very much. Debasis (a junior most member of this expedition and also this was his first mountaineering expedition) very cheerful. Dupka was also happy .Though I was not expressed my happiness but it was a memorable occasion to me. I also congratulate them. I advised Tendiji to perform Puja quickly because wind was blowing with high speed and all the surrounding area was that time under heavy cloud. So we could not see the surrounding area except some part of Tibet towards west and some part of Abigamin Peak covered with cloud towards east. After 15 minutes stay on the top we turned behind. I advised Tendiji to be careful. The entire foot step was broken when the first man climbed down and it was very painful for us to reach Summit Camp due to white out and soft snow. At about 6.30 p.m. we reached summit camp. Dawaji received us with hot coffee and we took shelter inside the sleeping bag. 
Next morning i.e. on 6th June we packed up for our return journey. I advised Tendiji not to carry the fixed rope (which is made by nylon) but as per possible he would collect the technical gears .At 8.30 a.m. we left summit camp and reached Camp –V at 10.30 a.m. Here we spent some time and again we started climb down. We reached camp –IV at about 1.30 p.m. and ultimately we reached camp –III at 5.00 p.m. fully exhausted. Asokda , Tamal & Gabar received us and they told me that they reached all the equipments to Base camp  and the members of the Base camp i.e. Subhasis and Sourav were alright . A team from Ichhapur, W.B. also congratulated us.  
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Next day, i.e. 7th June all of us reached Base Camp .Gabar Singh went back to his village Jheelam after giving us a good service throughout the period. I paid his remuneration and advised him to send Mule to carry our luggage from Base Camp on 8th morning. 

9th June we cleared the Base camp and fired and buried wastages and left for Niti village after handing over our luggage to the members of Ichhapur who were at that time at Base Camp. They told us that they would help to had over our luggage to the Mule. The same day we reached Niti village at evening.

We stayed at Niti village on 10th June also. At 11th morning I left Niti and reached Joshimath at 3.00 a.m. I had completed the formalities at Joshimath . Left members reached Joshimath at 10.00 p.m. They were late due to late coming Mule from Base camp with our loads.
On 12th June we reached Hardwar and on 15th June we reached Krishnanagar safely. Sherpas also return Darjeeling on 16th evening by bus from Krishnanagar .

Thus we concluded our Kamet Expedition with full of joy. We enjoyed the whole expedition. We are happy to scale the peak Kamet and also for the equipments which we had collected from expedition. 










(Basanta  Singha  Roy)










LEADER 

